of the future. An excellent field trip covered a range of land uses and soil types, and culminated at a vineyard restaurant. All participants enjoyed a memorable conference dinner and award ceremony, where Professor Tom Walker gave the after-dinner speech and Dr Jim Pollock responded with the reply.
It has been pleasing to see how our Society membership has responded to the offer to contribute to this Special Issue of the Journal. This was at a time when a number of members were involved in the complex business of bidding for their science funds, and many papers are additional outputs over and above those required under New Zealand's contractual funding system. My thanks to Society Council member, Dr Chris McLay, for liaising with our members and the Journal editors, Jenny Fegent and Saumitra Banerjee, to ensure the quality of papers. There are 15 papers in this Special Issue, which highlight the breadth and vitality of the soil research being undertaken in New Zealand. Authors come from a number of Crown Research Institutes and universities, and there is one contribution from a private consultant. The topics address soil-related issues encountered in dairying, horticulture, and forestry, as well as environmental topics, and soil matters in Antarctica.
This Special Issue and the joint conferences organised by the New Zealand and Australian Soil Science Societies represent the strength of the ANZAC relationship between soil-minded people in our two countries. I hope this Special Issue will both strengthen this relationship, and connect antipodean soil researchers with their global colleagues.
